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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1-4, in the reply filed on 
October 30, 2006 is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 5 and 6 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on October 30, 
2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Koike 
(US 2002/0189970). 

Koike discloses an apparatus comprising: a shock absorbing material (10, 20, 
30) for packaging, the material comprising a hole for deaeration (figures 1 and 2 show 
holes are formed on all sides of the shock absorbing material) which is formed so as to 
penetrate between a first surface (such as the bottom surface or the outside surfaces of 
the shock absorbing material) thereof which is brought into contact with an inner surface 
of a packaging carton (2) when the shock absorbing material is placed in the packaging 
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carton (figure 1 ), and a second surface (such as the top surface or the inside surfaces 
of the shock absorbing material) thereof on which a target to be packed (50) is placed 
via a thin film member (6) for packaging which is thinly formed. 
Koike further discloses: 

Regarding claim 2, the shock absorbing material has a deaerating-duct insertion 
opening which is formed so as to penetrate between the first and second surfaces, and 
into which a deaering duct can be inserted (it is construed that the shock absorbing 
material has grooves and recesses that openings are formed so as to penetrate 
between the first and second surfaces, and a deaering duct is certainly capable of being 
inserted into these openings all around the shock absorbing material. Furthermore, the 
functional recitations of claim 2 only require that it is capable of functioning as recited). 

Regarding claim 3, the material includes grooves for deaeration which are 
formed in either or both of the first and second surfaces, and which provide 
communication between the deaerting-duct insertion opening and the hole for 
deaeration (see paragraph regarding claim 2 above). 

Regarding claim 4, the hole for deaeration is formed on a side of a dented portion 
for product placement formed in the second surface (as mentioned above, holes are 
formed all around the shock absorbing material for deaeration, and figures 4, 6 and 8 
show that the product (50) is placed in the dented portion in the second surface). 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh K. Truong whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4472. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thru 8:00AM - 6:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Thanh K. Truong 
Patent Examiner 
November 26, 2006. 



